In the November issue of the British Heart J7ournal in an editorial, Adgey (1978) discussed the subject of electrical requirements of ventricular defibrillation, and the controversy that exists about this subject. Almost all data are in agreement except those of the Purdue workers, Geddes et al. (1974) and Tacker et al. (1974) .
In an attempt to verify the Tacker data we developed an automatic defibrillation measuring system, which will be reported elsewhere, and obtained the data presented in the Fig We analysed the animal data as presented by Geddes et al. (1974) . They used five different experimental species. Eight rabbits ranging in weight from 2-3 to 3-4 kg, 11 dogs 3-5 to 41 kg, 4 goats 29 to 39 kg, 10 ponies 80 to 193 kg, and 2 horses 277 to 340 kg.
It is unrealistic to assume that threshold data for those animals are comparable, for many reasons. One trivial reason is the fact that the shape of the thorax is different and therefore the distribution of the current in the thorax differs from species to species. Therefore the current density in the heart is different and also the threshold (Koning, 1972 Table) .
Our 
